Today's Devotional Thoughts (1/29)
Ephesians 6:18-20 3 verses, 5 uses of the word pray or prayer. I’m guessing that Paul must have believed that prayer is important…and since God inspired Paul to put these words into writing for the entire world to read, then God obviously values prayer as well. 
If I’m being really honest with you today, I’ll have to admit that there have been times in my life when I prayed just to pray because I knew I was supposed to pray. If I continue with my honesty, I’d have to say that right now I have more confidence in God and trust Him to answer my prayers more now than ever. I have faith that when I pray, that God’s going to do something. There’s a little girl by the name of Avery who I’ve been praying for, and I absolutely believe that God can and will heal this little girl (The doctors have told her parents that she isn’t going to make it). 

The difficult thing with prayer is that many times we don’t see immediate results. For instance, if I pound in a nail, I can see it go in one hit at a time. If I log on to the internet, I see a web page open up; if I call you, there’s a voice I can hear. If we pray for someone who is sick and he/she gets better, there’s the tendency to wonder…would they have gotten better anyway. If they don’t get better then we believe that prayer didn’t work. We are able to see clearly when our prayers aren’t answered as we would have liked (i.e. The person we asked God to heal dies instead; the cancer doesn’t go away; parents get divorced anyway, etc…), but we have a hard time saying that God clearly was the one who healed; took the cancer away; or kept our parents together. I guess that’s why I’m praying so hard for Avery…no way she lives except through a miracle of God! 

Here’s what I want you to get though…whether God answers our prayers the way we want or not, prayer is still necessary, powerful, life-changing, and world-changing. I’m reminded of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego when they said to King Nebuchadnezzar…God can deliver us from this fire you’re about to throw us in, but even if He doesn’t, He could have and we’re still going to serve Him.
Quick Question: Do you ever doubt the usefulness and/or power of prayer? Feel free to respond to me on that one.
I want to give you just a few quick pointers on prayer: 1) God is not the author of sickness, disease, death, criminal activity, etc… When Adam and Eve brought sin into the world, they introduced all those things into the world.  2) God is under no obligation to reverse the effects of sin in this world. He has promised us an eternity free from the effects of sin if we’ll turn to Him, but in this sin-ridden world, He is no less loving, just, or merciful if He never reverses the effects of sin. 3) God in His grace, does indeed reverse the effects of sin time and time again. 4) Even when God sees a bigger picture and purpose and does not reverse the effects of sin, He still promises to take the bad situation and bring good from it in the lives of those who love Him. (Romans 8:28). 

Keep praying! God is listening!!

WHAT'S GOING ON?  To access sports and activities schedules, click here and add this page to your Favorites. **Please, if you’re involved in something, let me know and I’ll put it on the schedule**

Winter Jam 2010 – This Saturday…we’ll meet at noon here Evangel and be back a little after 11:00 PM. 
Superbowl Bash – February 7th You can now post this link to Facebook, throw it out to all your friends in an email, or just do whatever with it: www.evangelb.com/superbowl From there, your friends can register that they plan to come, plus it gives a lot of details.
Winter Retreat – February 14th – 15th You can now sign up online. 
PRAYER REQUESTS: Pray for Emily Baker’s sister Jess as she broke her wrist. Continue to pray for the Coffey family, the Peck family, Miss Beverlyyyyy (she’s using a new oil to help with her dry skin and it appears to be working), Garrett, and also the people of Haiti. Avery Palm is a very young girl who has been having a lot of health problems, so please pray for her. 

