Today's Devotional Thoughts (2/5)
Ephesians 1:17-21 Have you ever watched the show “Antique Roadshow”? I’m not sure that I’ve ever watched an actual episode, but I watched a few clips from YouTube a few minutes ago…basically because I’ve heard of the show before and when I read today’s passage, it immediately came to mind. The basic concept of the show is this: people bring items they think might be valuable to the Antique Roadshow and the appraisers on the show tell the owners what the item might be worth. Sometimes the appraisers tell the owners that their “treasure” is actually a piece of junk worth nothing, but sometimes they tell the owners that their “piece of junk” is a true treasure worth thousands. I watched a clip on YouTube where this lady brought a painting she had found in the trash…the thing turned out to be worth about $1,000,000. I didn’t type that wrong…1 million dollars. Talk about not knowing what you had in your hands!!! 

In today’s passage, Paul basically says that he keeps asking God to help the Christians in Ephesus realize the great treasure they have in Christ. It’s almost like if the Christians of Ephesus (if they could have) would have taken Jesus to the Antique Roadshow, and almost in a half-hearted manner said, “We realize this (Jesus) may not be very valuable, but we found Him and wanted to know if He was worth anything”. To which the appraiser would have been amazed and said, “Do you realize who you have here?” “Do you realize that this is Jesus?” “Do you realize the power He has?” “Do you realize that through the Holy Spirit that power is available to you?” “Ummm, I can’t place a value on Him…He’s priceless.”

Honestly, when Paul says in verse 18, “I pray…that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened”, he’s trying to say “DON’T YOU GET IT…IN JESUS YOU HAVE EVERYTHING…WAKE UP DUDE, SMELL THE COFFEE, BE THANKFUL, REJOICE! THIS IS JESUS, HELLLLLLOOOOOOO!!!” 

Do you realize what you have in Jesus? Paul says that in Jesus we have 1) Hope 2) An Inheritance 3) Power…the same power that raised Jesus from the dead. I think sometimes we need to be reminded that we’re not serving some ordinary run-of-the-mill guy…we’re privileged enough to be serving our Creator, our Savior, our EVERYTHING!! Jesus isn’t nor will he ever be “junk”, but sometimes I’m afraid we have forgotten His value!! 

WHAT'S GOING ON?  To access sports and activities schedules, click here and add this page to your Favorites. **Please, if you’re involved in something, let me know and I’ll put it on the schedule**

Superbowl Bash – INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!!!! You can now post this link to Facebook, throw it out to all your friends in an email, or just do whatever with it: www.evangelb.com/superbowl From there, your friends can register that they plan to come, plus it gives a lot of details.

Winter Retreat – February 14th – 15th You can now sign up online, and remember the cost is only $5.00. 

PRAYER REQUESTS & PRAISES: Muben’s friend Alexis. Averie had her immunizations yesterday and had trouble breathing after them…she’s doing better today, but please keep praying. Continue to pray for Jess, the Coffey family, the Peck family, Miss Beverlyyyyy with her dry skin, Garrett, and also the people of Haiti. 

