Today's Devotional Thoughts (2/6)
Romans 6:4 Interesting verse…sometimes I feel like the person who chooses these verses must just want to keep me on my toes. This verse is nearly impossible to understand when taken by itself and not considered with its surrounding verses, so I’d encourage you to at the very least start at the beginning of the chapter and read through verse 14. 

Two things are contrasted in these verses…what are they? It only takes a cursory look to see that from verse 2 to verse 13, death and life are contrasted. Verse 2 sets the stage when it says, “We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?” 
**I’m going to go into a little theology for the next couple paragraphs**I’m convinced that in verses 2 and 3, water baptism isn’t what is pictured…it just doesn’t make sense to me. We must acknowledge that not every time baptism is mentioned in the Bible does it refer to water baptism. For instance, in Mark 1:8 we are told that Jesus would “baptize you with the Holy Spirit”. In Acts 1:5, the believers were told, “John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Now if you flip over to Acts 2, you’ll see this baptism with the Holy Spirit and while you see “tongues of fire”, you see no water. So at the very least, we see that when “baptize” or “baptism” is mentioned in the New Testament, it could refer to those two forms.
This passage seems to clearly refer to Spirit baptism…baptism by the Holy Spirit. The reason I say this is because the Holy Spirit baptizes us into Christ at the moment of salvation.
Back to today’s passage When Christ died on the cross, what did He die for…what load did He bear? He died for our sins; He literally took our sin upon Himself and died. Thus when we turn to Him, a part of us dies…what part is that? It’s our sin! 

Paul has been trying to convince the Roman believers that sin should no longer be a natural part of their lives because when they turned their lives over to Christ, their sin and old way of life died and they now can “live a new life”. The problem is that too many people just casually accept sin as part of their lives even as Christians. Do you know how many times I’ve heard a Christian say, “I know I’m going to sin every day”? That’s ridiculous, that’s a sellout, that’s lame, it’s a smack in the face of the Christ who died for us. Do I believe you can go the rest of your life without sin? No, I don’t think you can and I don’t think I can. However, sin should not just be a casual part of our lives…we must strive to live in the new life and victory that Christ has provided for us. LIVE IN VICTORY!!! Stop using excuses! Start living for Him! 
WHAT'S GOING ON?  To access sports and activities schedules, click here and add this page to your Favorites. **Please, if you’re involved in something, let me know and I’ll put it on the schedule**

Superbowl Bash – INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!!!! www.evangelb.com/superbowl From there, your friends can register that they plan to come, plus it gives a lot of details.

Winter Retreat – February 14th – 15th You can now sign up online, and remember the cost is only $5.00. 

PRAYER REQUESTS & PRAISES: Muben’s friend Alexis. Averie at times still struggles with her breathing. Continue to pray for Jess, the Coffey family, the Peck family, Miss Beverlyyyyy with her dry skin, Garrett, and also the people of Haiti. 

