Today's Devotional Thoughts (2/9)
Introduction: If you don’t have the devotion guide I refer to in these thoughts on a daily basis, I’m going to quote their introduction to this week’s devotions. I don’t usually do this, but the thoughts are really good, so here you go:

“You’ve seen the signs: CAUTION! Men At Work. Speeding Fines Double When Workers Present. Orange signs, cones, and barricades—these are the everyday things that let us know what’s ahead. 

Did you know God is always working? There are no flares or flashing lights that call us to look. We have to be sensitive to the opportunities around us. We have to sense God’s Spirit moving in us. We have to learn to be aware, to be alive to the possibilities.

Peter and John sensed an opportunity one afternoon while they were on their way to pray. They saw a man who needed new legs. They saw a man who needed a handout to get his meal for the day. But they saw something more. They saw a man who needed Jesus. They knew from their own experience that if they could introduce this beggar to Christ, then he’d have all he really needed.   

This week we’re going to be challenged to see where God is at work and join God.”

Acts 3:1-7 So, Peter and John run into a man who had been crippled since birth, and this man’s begging for money. Did they give him money? No…they did something even better…they gave this man an opportunity to meet Jesus. Through the power of Christ, this man was healed, but it was more than just being able to get up and walk…this man met Jesus. Now let’s remind ourselves again…what did the man ask for? He asked for money. What did Peter and John give him? They gave him Jesus. I’m not saying that it’s wrong to give someone money, but it is irresponsible of us to meet someone’s perceived needs without meeting their spiritual need. 
So here’s my question: Do you spend so much time trying to meet the needs of those around you that you miss the opportunity to give them what they actually need? You see, your friends think they need a boyfriend/girlfriend (maybe you think that’s what you need too), so you try to help them find a boyfriend/girlfriend. Your friends think they need a cell phone, so you talk to them about that. Your friends think they need new clothes, so you sympathize with them over that. 

Can I be really blunt with you for just a second?  Your friend doesn’t need a girlfriend/boyfriend, a cell phone, or new clothes nearly as much as they need Jesus. WE MUST CHANGE THE WAY WE VIEW PEOPLE!!! They need Jesus!

Two days ago we had our Superbowl Bash…did you do everything in your power to get as many people here as possible? Really…did you? Our attendance says that not many people really put themselves out there in an effort to get people here. We had about 10-15 teens here who may not have known Jesus as their Savior (it’s impossible for me to know an exact number here because only God knows the hearts of people). But here’s my point…6 of those 10-15 accepted Christ. What if we had 50 here who needed to hear about Christ? Would that have translated into 20-30 who gave their lives to Jesus? It’s impossible to know, but as we grow in our faith, we MUST realize that Jesus had a heart for the lost, Peter and John in this passage had a heart for the lost, the early church had a passion for the lost, and Paul had this passion.

Do YOU have this passion? Does your heart yearn for your unsaved friends? When was the last time you shed a tear for them? When you’re passionate about something it shows; I’m concerned that I don’t see this passion coming from our group at this point. 

Ask God to give you the same passion for the lost as we saw today in Peter and John.

WHAT'S GOING ON?  To access sports and activities schedules, click here and add this page to your Favorites. **Please, if you’re involved in something, let me know and I’ll put it on the schedule**

NO SCHOOL TOMORROW!!!

Winter Retreat – February 14th – 15th We’re looking forward to a great weekend.. 

JOKE OF THE DAY: Two priests and a rabbi were discussing what portion of the weekly collection they kept for themselves. The first priest explained that he drew a circle on the ground, stepped a few paces back and pitched the money towards the circle. What landed in the circle he kept and what landed outside the circle God kept. The second priest claimed that his method was almost the same, except that what landed outside the circle went to the priest and the money that landed inside the circle God kept. The rabbi said, "I've got you both beat. I throw ALL the money into the air, and what God wants, God takes!"

PRAYER REQUESTS & PRAISES: Muben’s friend Alexis. Averie at times still struggles with her breathing. Continue to pray for Jess (broken wrist), the Coffey family, the Peck family, Miss Beverlyyyyy with her dry skin, Garrett, and also the people of Haiti. 

