Today's Devotional Thoughts (2/10)
Acts 3:6-10 I usually try to either expand upon what our devotion guide gives us or take us in a completely different direction from the devo guide, but to start with today, I want to just put the two questions from page 39 in front of you again:

1) How do you act differently because of your relationship with Jesus?

2) In what ways are you verbally expressing your faith?

Talk to me: I’d love to hear your answers to those two questions.

A little more: Let’s focus on the first question: How do you act differently because of your relationship with Jesus? In our previous studies, we’ve looked at 2 Corinthians 5:17 (“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!) and Romans 6 (Summary: Our old way of life and the sin that came with it died on the cross with Jesus, why would we go back to it when it’s dead…live in victory). It’s not a new concept, or a concept that’s only stated a couple times in the Bible…when people met Jesus, their lives were forever changed. The man in our passage today isn’t the exception, he’s the rule. The fact is…when we read about people giving their lives to Christ in the New Testament, they became different people than they were before. Even think about Matthew (a tax collector who became a disciple), Zaccheus (after meeting Jesus, he said, “Here and now I give half my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount”), Paul (a murderer who God changed to be a missionary and Biblical author), and the list could go on. 

Let’s talk about your actions for a moment. This man’s actions said loud and clear “I’ve been changed!” Whether you want the responsibility or not, when you claim to be a follower of Christ, your actions give people either a positive or negative view of Christ and Christianity. I like to follow sports and many times professional athletes who have really screwed up like to say “I’m an athlete, I’m not a role model”. That sounds a bit catchy, but it’s a load of crap. When you become a professional athlete, you take on the responsibilities of a role model whether you want that responsibility or not. Same thing when you become a Christian…whether you like it or not, you’re influencing people’s ideas about Christ. Your actions should cause people to want to follow Christ, not to turn away from Him!

Last thing: If you wouldn’t mind, I’d love to get a list of a few things that you a) Don’t do because you’re a Christian and b) Do because you’re a Christian. For instance, I don’t drink alcohol, don’t swear, don’t behave in a sexually immoral way, and don’t gossip because I’m a Christian. I do try to encourage others, go to church, read my Bible, help those in need, and pray because I’m a Christian. What might that list look like for you?

WHAT'S GOING ON?  To access sports and activities schedules, click here and add this page to your Favorites. **Please, if you’re involved in something, let me know and I’ll put it on the schedule**

Winter Retreat – February 14th – 15th There are approximately 30 signed up so far. The cost is only $5.00, and we’ll provide a snack Sunday night, breakfast and lunch on Monday and snacks in between. You can’t eat at home for that cost (.  

PRAYER REQUESTS & PRAISES: Muben’s friend Alexis. Averie at times still struggles with her breathing. Continue to pray for Jess (broken wrist), the Coffey family, the Peck family, Miss Beverlyyyyy with her dry skin, Garrett, and also the people of Haiti. 

