Today's Devotional Thoughts (2/11)
2 Timothy 2:22 Well the last few emails have been rather long, so let’s make it short and sweet today...today’s verse has three basic components: 1) Flee the evil desires of youth, 2) Pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, and 3) Flee and Pursue with other like-minded believers. So here we go…

1) Flee the evil desires of youth. Shoot me your thoughts on what you believe are “the evil desires of youth”. Now that you’ve had a chance to think about what they are and have sent me an email with those ideas…stay away from them.
2) Pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace. What practices help you pursue these things? I was reading the book Leadership from the inside out for our staff meeting, and came across this: “Ten years ago, a friend called me, and during our conversation, he complained that he didn’t feel closely connected with God. I bluntly said, ‘And whose fault is that?’ Then I said, ‘Okay, by next Friday, let’s both read the first six chapters of Matthew.’ I called him a week later, and he was very excited. His connection with God was growing stronger. I said, ‘Let’s read the next six chapters of Matthew, and I’ll call next Friday.’ Thirteen years later, we have read through the Bible three times, and we are starting a fourth time through. Both of us are closely connected to God.” 

If you’ve been feeling distant from God, may I bluntly ask, “AND WHOSE FAULT IS THAT?” I’m here to help hold you accountable if you’d like. It’s on your shoulders to ask me for that accountability.

3) Flee and Pursue with other like-minded believers. You can’t do it alone, nor do you probably want to do it alone. What’s that line I like to use all the time? Sin thrives in secrecy!!! If no one knows about your sin, no one will help hold you accountable, and you’ll continue to struggle. There are a lot of others who want to pursue a victorious Christian life…let’s connect all those people and work together. So who wants to join?
WHAT'S GOING ON?  To access sports and activities schedules, click here and add this page to your Favorites. **Please, if you’re involved in something, let me know and I’ll put it on the schedule**

Winter Retreat – February 14th – 15th There are approximately 30 signed up so far. The cost is only $5.00, and we’ll provide a snack Sunday night, breakfast and lunch on Monday and snacks in between. You can’t eat at home for that cost (.  

WEIRD NEWS OF THE DAY: A seven point buck was found dead in Viroqua, Wisconsin after apparently losing a head-butting contest with another buck. Not that big of a deal except that the other buck just so happened to be a cement statue! The cement statue was about the same size as the dead buck, but had a considerably harder head. **Note from Sean Moon** He’s surprised the cement statue wasn’t a doe!  
PRAYER REQUESTS & PRAISES: I’m deleting this section today to simply ask that you keep me updated on any new requests…I don’t want this to become a section you stop looking at because it has the same thing every day!!!
